
 
LIT 2070: Survey of 
American Literature   
 

Instructor: Logan Schell     
Email: schellj@ufl.edu     
Office Hours: Monday / Wednesday 1:30-2:30 PM Turlington 4335 or 4357 
Classroom: TUR B310 
Class Meeting Days/Times: M, W, F 3:00-3:50 
Period: 8 
 

Course Description 
 
This course provides an overview of American literature from pre-colonization to the present. It takes a 
historical approach that positions the literature in relationship to a socio-historical framework, aiming to 
examine not only the texts themselves but the circumstances from which they arise. 
 
The work of the course will likely include daily and weekly responses to assigned readings, and one 
major research paper. 
 

Outcomes 
 
By the end of AML 2070, students will be able to 
 

• To provide a broad introduction to the development of a uniquely American body of literature, 
placing that development within its historical contexts. 

• To develop critical thinking about ideals of identity and difference, as well as about the inclusion 
or exclusion of texts from the mainstream category “literature.” 

• To increase understanding of the nature of a “national literature” and its role in the 
sociopolitical environment of the nation. 
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Required Texts and Materials 
 
Levine, Robert S. et al. The Norton Anthology of American Literature. Shorter Tenth ed. combined 

Volume, W.W. Norton & Company, 2022.  
 
Additional readings will be posted on Canvas.  
 

Grading & Course Credit Policies 
 
Grading for this course will be rigorous. If an assignment illustrates disregard for spelling, grammar, 
citation guidelines, or a general carelessness in the writing, the assignment will be failed. Do not rely on 
your instructor for copy-editing, even on drafts. 
 
The writing assignments for this course are designed to meet the minimum requirements of the 
University Writing Requirement credit. To satisfy this requirement, every assignment’s word count must 
be fulfilled. Submitted assignments short of the minimum word count will receive zero credit.  
 
Grading Scale 

A 4.0 94-100 940-1000  C 2.0 74-76  740-769 
A- 3.67 90-93 900-939  C- 1.67  70-73 700-739 
B+ 3.33 87-89 870-899  D+ 1.33  67-69 670-699 
B 3.0 84-86 840-869  D 1.0   64-66 640-669 
B-  2.67 80-83 800-839  D- 0.67  60-63 600-639 
C+ 2.33 77-79 770-799  E    0.00  0-59 0-599 

Assignment Descriptions (Total Points Possible: 1000) 
 
Daily Discussion Posts x30        300 points 
Students will write short responses (200-300 words) to assigned daily readings.   
 
Weekly Responses x 10         200 points 
Students will write responses (500-700 words) to the week’s readings as a whole.  
 
Classroom Discussion Participation        100 points 
Students will rigorously participate in daily discussion with their peer groups and with the class as a 
whole.  
 
Group Annotated Bibliography        100 Points 
Students will work together in groups to create an annotated bibliography regarding one topic relating 
to a concept, theme, or movement in American literature.   
 
Group Presentation          100 Points 
Students will present on their findings in the annotated bibliography assignment. Groups will choose 
one article as a lens or main point of interaction, and students will connect back to that specific article 
during their presentations.  
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Research Paper          200 Points 
Students will write one research paper utilizing a specific critical lens and explore one specific theme in a 
work.  
 
Extra Credit  
Up to 25 points of extra credit on the annotated bibliography can be earned if the entire 
group’s assignment and presentation exceed expectations.  
 
Course Policies 
 
Class Work  
You must complete all assignments to receive credit for this course. Classroom activities and peer 
reviews cannot be made up without written documentation from a relevant UF department. Late work 
will not be permitted without documentation from a UF department and the written permission from 
instructor.  
 
Attendance  
Attendance is required. If a student misses more than three periods unexcused, a letter grade penalty 
will be applied. After five periods of unexcused absences, the student will fail the entire course. 

• In the synchronous + asynchronous format, those five missed periods apply to the synchronous 
meetings. The asynchronous lessons and activities will have point values attached to them and 
missing them will affect the student’s final grade. 

The exemptions from this policy are only those absences involving university-sponsored events, such as 
athletics and band, and religious holidays. Absences related to university-sponsored events must be 
discussed with the instructor prior to the date that will be missed. Requirements for class attendance 
and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this class are consistent with university policies 
that can be found at https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx 
 
Please note: If students are absent, it is their responsibility to make themselves aware of all due dates. If 
absent due to a scheduled event, students are still responsible for turning assignments in on time. 
  
Tardiness: If students enter class after roll has been taken, they are late, which disrupts the entire class. 
Two instances of tardiness count as one absence. This applies to the synchronous classes. Make sure 
you join the class early enough to correct any technological issues you encounter. 
 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is a serious violation of the Student Honor Code. The Honor Code prohibits plagiarism and 
defines it as follows: 
 

Plagiarism. A student shall not represent as the student’s own work all or any portion of the 
work of another. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 

 
1. Quoting oral or written materials including but not limited to those found on the    internet, 
whether published or unpublished, without proper attribution. 
2. Submitting a document or assignment which in whole or in part is identical or substantially 
identical to a document or assignment not authored by the student. 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
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University of Florida students are responsible for reading, understanding, and abiding by the entire 
Student Honor Code, which can be found at https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/students/student-conduct-code/.  
 
Important Tip: You should never copy and paste something from the Internet without providing the 
exact location from which it came. 
 
Classroom Behavior 
Please keep in mind that students come from diverse cultural, economic, and ethnic backgrounds. Some 
of the texts we will discuss and write about engage controversial topics and opinions. Diversified student 
backgrounds combined with provocative texts require that you demonstrate respect for ideas that may 
differ from your own. Disrespectful behavior will result in dismissal, and accordingly absence, from the 
class. 
 
Cellphones and other technology are not allowed in the classroom without permission from instructor. 
Students who operate technology without permission or outside parameters given for use will be 
counted absent for the day.   
 

When attending class via Zoom, there are a few guidelines we expect you to follow. 
• Avoid distractions during class time. Close unnecessary apps and put your phone away. Attend 

from an area with no distractions. (If circumstances require you to work from an area with 
distractions, let your instructor know. For example, if you have to share a room with family, let 
your teacher know that your mom might be walking in the background or your brother is doing 
his class at the dining room table at the same time.) 

• Make sure that whatever is visible (your attire, the background) is reasonable for class. Would 
you wear it to class? Would you show that poster in class? Would you bring that pile of dirty 
clothes to class? 

• Zoom requirements: During class, you are expected to be visible to the instructor and be able to 
communicate with the instructor by audio or writing in the chat box. 

 
UF’s policy on Sexual Harassment 
The University of Florida is committed to providing a safe educational, working, and residential 
environment that is free from sexual harassment or misconduct directed towards any and all members 
of the community: https://titleix.ufl.edu/about/title-ix-rights/ 
 
In-Class Work 
Active participation is a crucial part of success in this class. Students will be expected to work in small 
groups and participate in group discussions, writing workshops, peer reviews, and other in-class 
activities. Be prepared for unannounced quizzes or activities on the readings or classroom discussion. 
Students must be present for all in-class activities to receive credit for them. In-class work cannot be 
made up. Writing workshops require that students provide constructive feedback about their peers’ 
writing. In general, students are expected to contribute constructively to each class session.  
 
Paper Maintenance Responsibilities 
Students are responsible for maintaining duplicate copies of all work submitted in this course and 
retaining all returned, graded work until the semester is over. Should the need arise for a resubmission 

https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/students/student-conduct-code/
https://titleix.ufl.edu/about/title-ix-rights/
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of papers or a review of graded papers, it is the student’s responsibility to have and to make available 
this material. 
 
Mode of Submission 
Papers and drafts are due at the beginning of class or online at the assigned deadline. Late papers will 
not be accepted. Failure of technology is not an excuse.  
All papers will be submitted as MS Word (.doc, .docx) documents to Canvas. Final drafts should be 
polished and presented in a professional manner. All papers must be in 12-point Times New Roman 
font, double-spaced with 1-inch margins and pages numbered.  
 
Course Evaluations 
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in 
this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on how to give feedback in 
a professional and respectful manner is available at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students 
will be notified when the evaluation period opens, and can complete evaluations through the email they 
receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or 
via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students 
at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/. 
 
Writing Studio 
The University Writing Studio is located in Turlington 2215 and is available to all UF students. Free 
appointments can be made up to twice a week. They are currently offering online appointments. See 
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/ to learn more. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request academic 
accommodations should connect with the disability Resource Center by visiting 
https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/. It is important for students to share their 
accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their access needs, as early as possible in the 
semester. 
 
Students in Distress 
For guidance during distressing situations, please contact U Matter We Care or the Dean of Students 
Office. They can help students navigate resources and academic procedures for personal, medical, and 
academic issues. 
 

U Matter We Care: http://umatter.ufl.edu, umatter@ufl.edu, 352-294-2273 (CARE) 
Dean of Students: https://dso.ufl.edu/, 202 Peabody Hall, (352) 392-1261 
Counseling and Wellness Center: https://counseling.ufl.edu/, 3190 Radio Road, (352) 392-1575 
Field and Fork Pantry: https://fieldandfork.ufl.edu/, located near McCarty B, 352-294-2208 
Student Health Care Center: http://shcc.ufl.edu/, multiple locations, (352) 392-1161 

 
Grading Policies 
For information on UF Grading policies, see: 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx 
 
 

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ufl.bluera.com_ufl_&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=y2HjEMjRMHJhfdvLrqJZlYczRsfp5e4TfQjHuc5rVHg&m=WXko6OK_Ha6T00ZVAsEaSh99qRXHOgMNFRywCoehRho&s=itVU46DDJjnIg4CW6efJOOLgPjdzsPvCghyfzJoFONs&e=
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/
http://umatter.ufl.edu/
mailto:umatter@ufl.edu
https://dso.ufl.edu/
https://counseling.ufl.edu/
https://fieldandfork.ufl.edu/
http://shcc.ufl.edu/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx
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Schedule of Classes and Assignments 
 
This schedule is only a guide and is subject to change.  

Unit One: Pre-colonial and Early Colonial  
Date Reading / Activity Assignment 

Week 1 
 
Wednesday 

8/23 
 

• Course and Syllabus Overview  

 
Friday 

8/25 
 

• Native American Oral Literature  

 
Week 2 
Monday 

8/28 
 

• Early Explorers   

 
Wednesday  

8/30 

• William Bradford   

 
Friday 

9/1 

• John Winthrop 
• Roger Williams 

 

 
Week 3 
Monday 

9/4 

LABOR DAY—NO CLASS  

 
Wednesday 

9/6 
 

• Anne Bradstreet 
• Mary Rowlandson 

 

 
Friday 

9/8 
 

• Cotton Mather 
• Johnathan Edwards 

 

Unit Two: Revolutionaries and Romantics  
Date Reading / Activity Assignment 

Week 4 
Monday 

9/11 

• Benjamin Franklin  
• Thomas Paine 

 

 

 
Wednesday 

• Thomas Jefferson 
• Equiano 
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9/13 
 
 

Friday 
9/15 

 

  

 
Week 5 
Monday 

9/18 
 

  

 
Wednesday  

9/20 

  

 
Friday 

9/22 

  

 
Week 6 
Monday 

9/25 

  

 
Wednesday 

9/27 
 

  

 
Friday 

9/29 
 

  

 
Unit Three: Turmoil and Realism 
Date Reading / Activity Assignment 

Week 7 
10/2 

  

 
Wednesday 

10/4 
 

  

 
Friday 

10/6 
 

HOMECOMING—NO CLASS  
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Week 8 
Monday 

10/9 
 
 

Wednesday  
10/11 

  

 
Friday 
10/13 

  

 
Week 9 
Monday 

10/16 

  

 
Wednesday 

10/18 
 

  

 
Friday 
10/20 

 

  

Unit Four: Modernism 
Date Reading / Activity Assignment 

Week 10 
10/23 

  

 
Wednesday 

10/25 
 

  

 
Friday 
10/27 

 

  

 
Week 11 
Monday 

10/30 
 

  

 
Wednesday  

11/1 

  

 
Friday 

11/3 
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Week 12 
Monday 

11/6 

  

 
Wednesday 

11/8 
 

  

 
Friday 

11/0 
 

VETERANS DAY—NO CLASS  

Unit Five: Postmondernism  
Date Reading / Activity Assignment 

Week 13 
11/13 

  

 
Wednesday 

11/15 
 

  

 
Friday 
11/17 

 

  

 
Week 14 
Monday 

11/20 
 

  

 
Wednesday  

11/22 

THANKSGIVING—NO CLASS  

 
Friday 
11/24 

THANKSGIVING—NO CLASS  

 
Week 15 
Monday 

11/27 

  

 
Wednesday 

11/29 
 

  

 
Friday 
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12/1 
 
 

Week 16 
Monday 

12/4 

  

Wednesday 
12/6 

Final Discussion Post  
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