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Course Description:

AML 2070 provides a survey of American literature. This specific course will examine how depictions of 
identity, nationality, race, gender, war, sexuality, etc. in American literature have been deeply informed 
by concepts of environment, ecologies, waste, and nature. These categories, and the actual wildlife and 
wildernesses they refer to, provide American writers with a means to understand America as “home.” 
Moreover, they have also been mobilized to create and define communities, often violently and 
destructively excluding large groups of people as well as animals, plants, and other so-called “natural” 
subjects.

This survey course must therefore consider American literature as a product of and response to dramatic 
transformations in the environment and perceptions of nature. We will do so by exploring texts from a 
diverse set of authors who directly interrogate cultural constructions of race, gender, sexuality, and class, 
as well as topics such as economics, war, identity, politics, nationality, etc. This class will expand your 
notion of what literature does when situated within ecological and environmental contexts, will offer a 
more informed view of how American literature has transformed alongside the environment, and will 
convey how issues of the twentieth century are still pertinent and influential.

Student Learning Outcomes

On comple t ion  of  the  course ,  s tudents  wi l l  have  demons t ra ted  the i r  ab i l i ty  to :

•  Unders tand  the  h i s tory ,  major  theor ies ,  and  deba tes  in  Amer ican  l i t e ra ture

•  Discuss  the  s ign i f icance  of  envi ronmenta l  and  eco logica l  i s sues  in  Amer ican  cu l ture  and  
l i t e ra ture

•  The  ab i l i ty  to  th ink  c r i t i ca l ly  about  the  ro le  of  wr i t ing  and  cu l ture  to  the  product ion  of  "na ture"

•  Produce  wr i t ing  wi th  a  focused  thes i s ,  un i ty  th roughout  the  essay ,  and  coherence  be tween  
paragraphs  and  ideas  and  wi th in  the  essay  as  a  whole

•  Disp lay  a  command of  grammar ,  mechanics ,  punc tua t ion ,  spe l l ing ,  and  accura te  MLA c i ta t ion  
and  documenta t ion  of  research

•  Work  co l labora t ive ly  in  an  academic  wr i t ing  communi ty ,  l ea rn ing  f rom and  cont r ibu t ing  to  the  
wr i t ing  of  your  c lassmates  in  addi t ion  to  engaging  in  c r i t i ca l  verba l  d i scourse
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•  Unders tand  and  employ  var ious  technologica l  resources  in  your  c r i t i ca l  read ing ,  wr i t ing ,  and  
th ink ing  prac t ices ,  inc lud ing  the  use  of  word  process ing  to  deve lop  essays ,  e -mai l  to  
communica te  profess iona l ly ,  and  the  In te rne t  and  l ib ra ry  da tabase  resources  for  deve loping  
research  sk i l l s

Required Texts

Elder ,  John  and  Rober t  F inch ,  eds .  The Norton Book of Nature Writing. New York:  W.W.  Nor ton ,  8 t h  
Edi t ion .  Pr in t .

Pynchon,  Thomas .  The Crying of Lot 49. Harper  Perennia l ,  2006 .  Pr in t .

Wi l l iams ,  Joseph  M.  and  Joseph  Bizup .  Style: The Basics of Clarity and Grace. 5 th  ed .  Bos ton:  
Pearson ,  2015 .  Pr in t .

***Al l  o ther  read ings  wi l l  be  made  ava i lab le  on  E-Learn ing***

Assignments

Assignments  mus t  be  submi t ted  on  ELS before  c lass  on  the  day  they  a re  l i s ted  as  due  ( see  course  
read ing  schedule) .  Essays  should  be  up loaded  as  Microsof t  Word  documents  ( .doc  or  .docx)  to  the  
appropr ia te  ass ignment  box .  T i t le  f i l es  wi th  your  las t  name,  f i r s t  name,  and  the  t i t l e  o f  the  ass ignment .  
Al l  ass ignments  should  be  wr i t ten  fo l lowing  Modern  Language  Assoc ia t ion  (MLA) format t ing  guide l ines .  
F ina l  d ra f t s  should  be  po l i shed  and  presen ted  in  a  profess iona l  manner  a long  wi th  the  appropr ia te  
c i ta t ions  and  a  works  c i ted  page .

No la te  ass ignments  wi l l  be  accepted ,  un less  pr ior  a r rangements  have  been  made  wi th  the  ins t ruc tor .  
Fa i lure  of  t echnology  (hard  dr ive  c rashes ,  p r in te r  ou t  o f  ink ,  e tc . )  i s  no t  an  excuse .  I f  Canvas  i s  no t  
func t ion ing  proper ly  when  you  a t tempt  to  submi t  a  paper ,  you  mus t  immedia te ly  emai l  me  and  appr i se  
me of  the  s i tua t ion  and  br ing  a  hard  copy  to  c lass ,  which  you  may submi t  for  no  pena l ty .

• Response Papers (F ive  to ta l ,  100  poin ts  each)  -  500  words  each

Over  the  course  of  the  semes te r ,  s tudents  wi l l  p roduce  f ive  wr i t ten  response  papers  tha t  wi l l  
address  the  ideas  and  tex ts  in  the  c lass .  Unless  o therwise  s ta ted ,  responses  mus t  be  about  the  
tex ts  we  have  prev ious ly  d i scussed  in  c lass .  S tudents '  responses  should  make  significant 
connec t ions  be tween  pas t  and  cur ren t  read ings  -  sur face  leve l  ana lyses  and  summar ies  wi l l  no t  
suf f ice .  Response  due  da tes  a re  l i s ted  on  the  sy l labus  (Minimum 500 words  each;  500  poin ts  
to ta l )

• Midterm: Rhetorical Analysis (200  poin ts  to ta l )  — Minimum 1500 words

For  th i s  ass ignment ,  you  wi l l  use  the  a rgumenta t ive  and  rhe tor ica l  " too ls"  we  have  examined  up  
to  th i s  po in t  in  c lass .  You wi l l  choose  one  of  the  tex ts  we  have  read  and  ana lyze  the  a rguments  
tha t  i t  makes  about  "na ture . "  Once  you  have  a  good  sense  of  how the  a rgument  i s  cons t ruc ted  
and  have  de te rmined  whether  tha t  cons t ruc t ion  i s  o r  i s  no t  e f fec t ive  in  making  the  a rgument ,



wri te  an  ana lys i s  o f  the  a rgument .  Your  task  i s  no t  to  a rgue  wi th  the  a rgument ,  bu t  to  of fe r  a  
persuas ive  ana lys i s  o f  how tha t  a rgument  i s  made .

• Final: Synthesis Paper (200  poin ts )  -  Minimum 2000 words

In  a rgumenta t ive  wr i t ing ,  synthesis i s  commonly  unders tood  as  a  counterpar t  to  analysis. When 
wr i te rs  ana lyze ,  they  break  someth ing  down in to  par t s  to  v iew the  re la t ionsh ip  among those  
par t s ;  syn thes i s  wr i te rs ,  however ,  pu t  those  par t s  back  toge ther  in  some new way.  In  o ther  
words ,  syn thes i s  i s  a  way  of  see ing  and  coming  to  te rms  wi th  complexi t ies .  This  ass ignment  asks  
you  to  synthes ize  two tex ts '  ideas  about  na ture  and  Amer ican  ident i ty .

• Quizzes and Participation (100  poin ts )

Par t ic ipa t ion  accounts  for  in -c lass  d i scuss ion ,  workshops ,  in -c lass  work  and  o ther  re la ted  
ac t iv i t i es .  Par t ic ipa t ion  i s  a  necessary  component  of  your  t ime  in  th i s  c lass ,  and  as  such  wi l l  
fac tor  in to  your  grade .  You are  expec ted  to  a r r ive  to  c lass  prepared ,  wi th  homework  done ,  
a r t ic les /books  read ,  and  paper  and  wr i t ing  too ls  a t  hand .  You wi l l  work  ind iv idua l ly ,  in  smal l  
g roups  and  in  c lass -wide  d i scuss ion .  I  wi l l  expec t  each  of  you  to  ac t ive ly  par t ic ipa te  each  day ,  
and  your  cont r ibu t ions  to  c lass  d i scuss ion  a re  documented .  You are  expec ted  to  add  
cons t ruc t ive ly  to  the  conversa t ion  we  have  each  day .  You wi l l  t rea t  the  ins t ruc tor  and  your  
fe l low c lassmates  wi th  respec t  a t  a l l  t imes ,  espec ia l ly  when  you  d isagree  wi th  them.  Anyone  
who breaks  tha t  ru le  wi l l  be  asked  to  leave  the  c lass room.  ***We wi l l  have  weekly  qu izzes ,  bu t  I  
reserve  the  r igh t  to  g ive  unannounced  quizzes  i f  necessary***

This  i s  a  Genera l  Educa t ion  course  provid ing  the  s tudent  l ea rn ing  outcomes  l i s ted  in  the  Undergradua te  
Cata log .  For  more  in format ion ,  see  h t tp : / / ca ta log .uf l . edu/ugrad /cur ren t /advis ing / info /genera l -  
educa t ionrequi rement .aspxf f learn ing

Course Policies:

Attendance: Attendance  i s  mandatory .  S tudents  a re  a l lowed three unexcused  absences .  I f  you  miss  
more  than  three c lasses  dur ing  the  semes te r ,  each  addi t iona l  absence  wi l l  lower  your  overa l l  g rade  by  
100  poin ts .  I f  you  miss  more  than  six c lasses ,  you  wi l l  fail the  course .  Exempt  f rom th i s  po l icy  a re  only 
those  absences  involv ing  univers i ty -sponsored  events ,  such  as  a th le t ics  and  band ,  and  re l ig ious  ho l idays ,  
fami ly  emergenc ies ,  and  hea l th  i s sues  for  which  you  mus t  p rovide  appropr ia te  documenta t ion  in  
advance  of  the  absence .

Addi t iona l ly ,  t a rd iness  wi l l  no t  be  to le ra ted .  I f  you  a re  ta rdy  for  three c lass  per iods ,  you  wi l l  rece ive  an  
unexcused  absence .

Late work will not be accepted. Any ass ignment  submi t ted  a f te r  the  deadl ine  wi l l  lose  50  poin ts  per  
day .

Note: I f  you  a re  absent ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  your  respons ib i l i ty  to  make  yourse l f  aware  of  a l l  c lass  d i scuss ions  and  
ac t iv i t i es  as  wel l  as  any  new deve lopments ,  such  as  ass ignments  and  due  da tes .  You are  s t i l l  respons ib le  
for  tu rn ing  ass ignments  in  on  t ime .  You wi l l  no t ,  however ,  be  ab le  to  make  up  any  in-c lass  ass ignments .  I  
wi l l  no t  approach  you  regard ing  absences  and  miss ing  or  l a te  ass ignments ;  i t  i s  your  respons ib i l i ty  to
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speak  to  me and  keep  t rack  of  your  own a t tendance  and  ass ignments .  I f  you  an t ic ipa te  having  a  
pro longed  absence  for  any  reason ,  p lease  speak  wi th  me in  advance  to  make  appropr ia te  a r rangements .

Email Etiquette:

Many of  you  wi l l  need  to  wr i te  cour teous ,  fo rmal  e -mai l s  in  your  p lace  of  work ,  and  th i s  c lass room is  no  
d i f fe ren t .  As  th i s  i s  a  wr i t ing  c lass room focused  on  rhe tor ic  and  communica t ion ,  s tudents  a re  expec ted  
to  be  c r i t i ca l  and  sens i t ive  wr i te rs  in  a l l  the i r  communica t ion  inc luding  e -mai l .  Wi th  tha t  in  mind ,  I  wi l l  
on ly  respond to  e -mai l s  tha t  demons t ra te  a  formal  tone  and  s ty le .  This  means  tha t  your  e -mai l s  mus t  
d i sp lay  the  fo l lowing:

•  Subjec t  L ine

•  Gree t ing

•  Reader -cen te red

Edi ted ,  e r ror - f ree ,  p roof read

I f  making  a  reques t  (deadl ine  ex tens ion ,  meet ing ,  e tc . ) ,  e -mai l  has  been  sen t  a t  l eas t  72 hours in  
advance

•  Demons t ra te  tha t  the  s tudent  has  consul ted  o ther  documenta t ion  (course  sy l labus ,  s tudent  
handbook,  peers  in  the  course)  p r ior  to  wr i t ing

I  reserve  the  r igh t  to  ignore  (and ,  depending  on  the  s i tua t ion ,  repor t )  incons idera te ,  co l loquia l ,  rude ,  
accusa tory ,  and  poor ly  ed i ted  e -mai l s .

I  wi l l  on ly  respond to  e -mai l s  be tween  the  hours  of  9  -  5 ,  M-F.

Fina l ly ,  I  wi l l  no t  d i scuss  the  fo l lowing  over  e -mai l :

•  Grade  Disputes

•  Edi t /p rovide  feedback  on  papers

•  Course  po l icy  ( re fe r  to  the  course  sy l labus)

Grading Scale

A 4.0 /93-100/930-1000 

A-3 .67/90-92/900-929  

B+ 3 .33  /  87-89  /  870-899  

В 3 .0 /83-86/830-869

В-  2 .67  /  80-82  /  800-829  

C+ 2 .33 /77-79/770-799  

С 2 .0 /73-76/730-769  

С-1 .67/70-72/700-729

D+ 1 .33  /  67-69  /  670-699  

D 1 .0  /  63-66  /  630-669  

D-0 .67/60-62/600-629  

E  0 .00 /0-59/0-599



Statement of student disability services: The Disab i l i ty  Resource  Center  in  the  Dean  of  S tudents  Off ice  
provides  in format ion  and  suppor t  regard ing  accommodat ions  for  s tudents  wi th  d i sab i l i t i es .  For  more  
in format ion ,  see :  h t tp : / /www.dso .uf l . edu/drc /

Statement on harassment: UF provides  an  educa t iona l  and  working  envi ronment  tha t  i s  f ree  f rom sex  
d isc r imina t ion  and  sexua l  harassment  for  i t s  s tudents ,  s ta f f ,  and  facu l ty .  For  more  about  UF pol ic ies  
regard ing  harassment ,  see :  h t tp : / /www.dso .uf l . edu/sccr / sexua l /

Statement on academic honesty: All  s tudents  mus t  ab ide  by  the  S tudent  F lonor  Code .  For  more  
in format ion  about  academic  hones ty ,  inc lud ing  def in i t ions  of  p lag ia r i sm and  unauthor ized  co l labora t ion ,  
see :  h t tp : / /www.dso .uf l . edu/sccr /honorcodes /honorcode .php

Class and Assignment Schedule

This  schedule  i s  on ly  a  gu ide  and  i s  sub jec t  to  change .  Unless  o therwise  ind ica ted ,  ass ignments  and  
read ings  a re  due  the  day  they  a re  l i s ted  on  the  sy l labus ,  no t  the  fo l lowing  day .

Date Class Discussion Readings/Homework

Jan 5th Syl labus  rev iew

Jan 7th Assignment  in t roduc t ion

Jan 12th Def in ing  "na ture"  and  i t s  uses Read  Wulf :
h t tp : / /www. thea t lan t ic .eom/s
c ience /a rch ive /2015/12/ the-
forgot ten- fa ther -of -
envi ronmenta l i sm/421434/ ;
Andersen :
h t tp : / /www. thea t lan t ic .eom/s
c ience /a rch ive /2015/ l l /na tur

e-has- los t - i t s -
meaning/417918/

Jan 14th Wri t ing  e f fec t ive  summar ies ;  MLA Ci ta t ion ;  
how to  paraphrase

Response 1 Due

Jan 19th Discuss  Cree  Ta les Read:
h t tp : / /www.¡s tor .o rg /s tab le /5
34678?seq=6#page  scan  tab  

conten ts
Jan 21st Discuss  S i lko Read  S i lko  "Landscape ,  

His tory ,  and  the  Pueblo  
Imagina t ion"

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/
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Jan 26th Discuss  Crèvecoeur Read  se lec t ions  f rom Letters 
from an American Farmer 
(Crèvecoeur )

Jan 28th Wri t ing  ins t ruc t ion Wil l iams  and  Bizup:  Chapters  
1-3 ;

Feb 2nd Discuss  Bar t ram Read se lec t ions  f rom Travels 
Through North & South 
Carolina, Georgia, East & 
West Florida

Feb 4th Discuss  wr i t ing  na ture Read  Dobr in  and  Weisser ,  
Chapter  1 :  "Ecocompos i t ion"  
(on  canvas)

Feb 9th Discuss  the  invent ion  of  "na ture"  and  
"wi lderness"

Read  Cronon:
h t tp : / /www.wi l l iamcronon.ne  
t /wr i t ing /Trouble  wi th  Wi lde  
rness  Main .h tml

Feb llth What  i s  rhe tor ica l  ana lys i s?  How do  1  
ana lyze?

Carro l l :  Backpacks  vs .  
Br ie fcases :  S teps  toward  
Rhetor ica l  Analys i s

Feb 16th Discuss  Melv i l le Read  se lec t ions  f rom The 
Encantadas:
ht tp : / /x roads .v i rg in ia .edu/~hy  
per /melv i l le  en /cover .h tml ;

Feb 18th How do  1  ana lyze  an  a rgument? Jones :  F inding  the  Good 
Argument  OR Why Bother  
Wi th  Logic? ;  Response 2 due

Feb 23rd Wri t ing  ins t ruc t ion Wil l iams  and  Bizup:  Chapters  
4  and  5

Feb 25th Midterm Peer  Review Midterm due Sunday at 5 PM

Mar 8th Discuss  Douglass  and  hooks Read  Freder ick  Douglass  The 
Heroic Slave:
ht tp : / /web .a rch ive .Org/web/2  
0081010142741/h t tp : / / e tex t . l  
ib .v i rg in ia .edu/ toc /modeng/p  
ub l ic /DouHero .h tml ;  Read  
hooks
ht tp : / / ¡dyck .  weeblv .com/uplo  
ads / l /9 /1 /5 /19153179/ touchi

http://www.williamcronon.ne
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hy
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ng the  ear th .pdf

Mar 10th Discuss  Thoreau Read  se lec t ions  f rom Walden

Mar 15h Discuss  Hawthorne Read  Rappacc in i ' s  Daughter  
(Hawthorne) :
h t tp : / /www.columbia .edu/ i tc /  
engl i sh / f l l24y-  
001/ resources /Rappacc in is  D
aughter .pdf ;

Mar 17th Wri t ing  ins t ruc t ion Sentence  s t ruc ture ,  
punc tua t ion

Mar 22nd Discuss  Aus t in Read  Mary  Aus t in  The Land of 
Little Rain

Mar 24th Discuss  Leopold Read  se lec t ions  A Sand 
Country Almanac; Response 3 
Due

Mar 29th Discuss  Wright Read  se lec t ions  f rom Black 
Boy

Mar 31st How to  synthes ize Discuss  synthes i s  s t ra teg ies  
Response 4 due

April 5th No class, at CCCC Read The Crying of Lot 49

April 7th No class, at CCCC

April 12th Discuss  Pynchon Discuss  The Crying of Lot 49; 
Response 5 due

April 14th Discuss  Le  Guin Read  Ursu la  K.  Le  Guin ' s  "A 
Very  Warm Mounta in"

April 19th Fina l  Peer  Review Final due April 28th at 5 PM

April 28th Fina l  Due

http://www.columbia.edu/itc/

