
1

ENG 1131: Writing through Media

Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 11:45 AM to 12:35 PM 
Screenings: Monday from 4:05 to 7:05 PM
Office Hours: 10 to 11 AM EST (Fridays) 

This course examines the role desire plays in our contemporary algo-
rithmic culture. As more of human life moves into algorithmic digital 
environments, it is important to examine and scrutinize the role 
algorithmic processes play in persuading action and thought. During 
this course, students will develop algorithmic rhetorical literacy 
which entails thinking about algorithms beyond computational and 
mathematical processes. Instead, it requires students to articulate how 
algorithmic systems interact, frame, persuade, and render the world. 

Consequently, this course aims to resolve the misconception that to 
understand technical and computational systems one must “learn to 
code.” In fact, such a negligent technical approach leaves behind im-
mense gaps in knowledge and results in a failure to address and imag-
ine the intricate and peculiar ways that algorithmic systems entangle 
themselves with social systems, culture, spirituality, the environment, 
and action. 

In this spirit, this course will look at the way such algorithmic systems 
interact with desire. Algorithmic digital technologies continue to 
intrude into intimate areas of human life. There is currently a large 
amount of discourse around device and platform addiction. From 
addictive devices, like smartphones, to addictive media, like social 
media, video games, and pornography sites, many algorithmic sys-
tems have embedded themselves in sites of desire. During this course, 
students will familiarize themselves with scholarship and media 
around both desire and algorithms.

Required Texts:

Most texts will be available via Canvas or UF Libraries for free. 
However, the following texts are required for the course and 
are not available via Canvas:

Exit West by Mohsin Hamid, ISBN: 0735212171

What IS Sex? by Alenka Zupančič, ISBN: 9780262534130

Note: This syllabus is subject to revision to best meet learning objectives. 

Grading for this course will be rigorous. If an assignment illus-
trates disregard for spelling, grammar, citation guidelines, or a 
general carelessness in the writing, the assignment will be failed. 
Do not rely on your instructor for copy-editing, even on drafts.

The writing assignments for this course are designed to meet the 
minimum requirements of the University Writing Requirement 
credit. To satisfy this requirement, every assignment’s word 
count must be fulfilled. Submitted assignments short of the 
minimum word count will receive zero credit.

Grading Scale

A 94-100 C 74-76
A- 90-93 C- 70-73
B+ 87-89 D+ 67-69
B 84-86 D 64-66
B- 80-83 D- 60-63
C+ 77-79 E 0-59

This course confers General Education credit for Composition 
(C). Composition courses provide instruction in the methods 
and conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, 
punctuation, usage) and the techniques that produce effective 
texts. Composition courses are writing intensive, require multiple 
writing assignments submitted to your instructor for feedback to 
fulfill 6,000 of the university’s 24,000-word writing requirement. 

Course content should include multiple forms of effective 
writing, different writing styles, approaches and formats, and 
methods to adapt writing to different audiences, purposes, and 
contexts. 

Students should learn to organize complex arguments in writ-
ing using thesis statements, claims and evidence, and to analyze 
writing for errors in logic.

Instructor: K. Artiga (contact via Canvas)
Room:  MAT 0118 
Section: 1363 Class: 12483
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General Education Learning Outcomes:

At the end of this course, students will be expected to have 
achieved the following learning outcomes in content, commu-
nication, and critical thinking:

Content: Students demonstrate competence in the terminol-
ogy, concepts, theories, and methodologies used within the 
academic discipline.

Communication: Students communicate knowledge, ideas, 
and reasoning clearly and effectively in written and oral forms
appropriate to the discipline. Students will participate in class
discussions throughout the semester to reflect on assigned
readings.

Critical Thinking: Students analyze information carefully and
logically from multiple perspectives, using discipline-specific
methods, and develop reasoned solutions to problems.

Assessment Rubric

The instructor will evaluate and provide feedback on the student's 
written assignments with respect to content, organization and coher-
ence, argument and support, style, clarity, grammar, punctuation, 
and mechanics. Conferring credit for the University Writing Re-
quirement, this course requires that papers conform to the following 
assessment rubric. More specific rubrics and guidelines applicable 
to individual assignments may be delivered during the course of the 
semester.

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory

Content Papers exhibit evidence of ideas that 
respond to the topic with complexity, 
critically evaluating and synthesizing 
sources, and provide an adequate 
discussion with basic understanding 
of sources.

Papers either include a central idea(s) that 
is unclear or off- topic or provide only 
minimal or inadequate discussion of ideas. 
Papers may also lack sufficient or appropri-
ate sources.

Organization and 
Coherence

Documents and paragraphs exhib-
it identifiable structure for topics, 
including a clear thesis statement and 
topic sentences.

Documents and paragraphs lack clearly 
identifiable organization, may lack any 
coherent sense of logic in associating and or-
ganizing ideas, and may also lack transitions 
and coherence to guide the reader.

Argument and Support Documents use persuasive and confi-
dent presentation of ideas, strongly sup-
ported with evidence. At the weak end 
of the satisfactory range, documents 
may provide only generalized discussion 
of ideas or may provide adequate 
discussion but rely on weak support for 
arguments.

Documents make only weak generaliza-
tions, providing little or no support, as in 
summaries or narratives that fail to provide 
critical analysis.

Style Documents use a writing style with 
word choice appropriate to the context, 
genre, and discipline. Sentences should 
display complexity and logical struc-
ture.

Documents rely on word usage that is 
inappropriate for the context, genre, or 
discipline. Sentences may be overly long or 
short with awkward construction. Docu-
ments may also use words incorrectly.

Mechanics Papers will feature correct or error-free 
presentation of ideas. At the weak end 
of the satisfactory range, papers may 
contain a few spelling, punctuation, or 
grammatical errors that remain unob-
trusive and do not obscure the paper’s 
argument or points.

Papers contain so many mechanical or gram-
matical errors that they impede the reader’s 
understanding or severely undermine the 
writer’s credibility.

Assignments: The following are the deliverables expected from 
students throughout the semester: 

Multimodal Essays (50% of final grade)

Students will write two multimodal essays throughout the semes-
ter. Each student will develop an argument related to the themes, 
ideas, and questions explored in class. The essays will be well-re-
searched, persuasive, and robust. 

The first paper will be a media rhetoical analysis (1000-1250 
words). 

The second will be a persuasive paper making an argument 
related to emerging algorithmic technologies and/or their related 
philosophical, rhetorical, or ontological underpinnings (1000-
1250). 

Weekly Entries (20% of final grade)

Each week, students will write 300-word entries related to the 
week’s readings. These entries will be due by the end of the week. 
Students will explain and synthesize the readings, ask questions, 
and relate the work(s) to key course themes. 

Weekly entries are mandatory. Students are responsible for read-
ing works for days they were absent. Students will be expected to 
turn in the weekly reading entries each week via Canvas.

Multimodal Project (20% of final grade)

Students will have an opportunity to create a video, podcast, and/
or other multimodal project during the course. 

Class Reading Guide (10% of final grade)

Students will create a 500-word class reading guide based on the 
assigned readings for one class session. A schedule will be provid-
ed that assigns each student a specific date for their guide. Use at 
least two or three outside sources to bring new perspectives to the 
discussion. Address the discussion question provided on the sylla-
bus for your assigned class session. End the guide with questions 
drawn from your research to lead class discussion. Post the guide 
on Canvas as a discussion post the day before your assigned class 
session. 

Revision

Students will have the option to revise one paper before the 
revision deadline.  
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Attendance 

Attendance is required. If students miss more than six periods during the term, they 
will fail the entire course. Double periods count as two absences. Exempted from this 
policy are only those absences due to university-sponsored events, such as athletics and 
band, religious holidays, quarantine, illness, or serious family emergencies. For absenc-
es due to quarantine or illness, your instructor may require a signed doctor’s note or 
confirmation from UF Screen, Test, & Protect. Students are responsible for updating 
their UF-required Screen, Test, & Protect status. Absences related to university-spon-
sored events must be discussed with the instructor prior to the date that will be missed. 
Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in 
this class are consistent with university policies that can be found at https://catalog.ufl.
edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx

Please note: If students are absent, it is their responsibility to make themselves aware 
of all due dates. If absent due to a scheduled event, students are still responsible for 
turning assignments in on time.

Tardiness: If students enter class after roll has been taken, they are late, which disrupts 
the entire class. Two instances of tardiness count as one absence. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious violation of the Student Honor Code. The Honor Code prohib-
its plagiarism and defines it as follows:

Plagiarism. A student shall not represent as the student’s own work all or any portion 
of the work of another. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:

1. Quoting oral or written materials including but not limited to those found on the
internet, whether published or unpublished, without proper attribution.
2. Submitting a document or assignment which in whole or in part is identical or
substantially identical to a document or assignment not authored by the student.

University of Florida students are responsible for reading, understanding, and abiding 
by the entire Student Honor Code, which can be found at https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/
students/student-conduct-code/. 

Important Tip: You should never copy and paste something from the Internet without 
providing the exact location from which it came. Do not use AI/chatbots to write 
papers.

Classroom Behavior

Please keep in mind that students come from diverse cultural, economic, and ethnic 
backgrounds. Some of the texts we will discuss and write about engage controversial 
topics and opinions. Diversified student backgrounds combined with provocative texts 
require that you demonstrate respect for ideas that may differ from your own. Disre-
spectful behavior will result in dismissal, and accordingly absence, from the class.

While it is acceptable to take notes on a laptop, being distracted, or causing distraction, 
by doing non-class-work is not, and you will be required to shut down your laptop. 
All other electronic devices are not permitted, except as specifically announced by the 
instructor beforehand. 

In-Class Work

Active participation is a crucial part of success in this class. Students will be expected 
to work in small groups and participate in group discussions, writing workshops, peer 
reviews, and other in-class activities. Be prepared for unannounced quizzes or activities 
on the readings or classroom discussion. Students must be present for all in-class activi-
ties to receive credit for them. In-class work cannot be made up. Writing workshops re-
quire that students provide constructive feedback about their peers’ writing. In general, 
students are expected to contribute constructively to each class session. 

Paper Maintenance Responsibilities

Students are responsible for maintaining duplicate copies of all work submitted in this 
course and retaining all returned, graded work until the semester is over. Should the 
need arise for a resubmission of papers or a review of graded papers, it is the student’s 
responsibility to have and to make available this material.

Mode of Submission

Papers and drafts are due at the beginning of class or online at the assigned dead-
line. Late papers will not be accepted. Failure of technology is not an excuse. 
All papers will be submitted as MS Word (.doc, .docx) documents to Canvas. 
Final drafts should be polished and presented in a professional manner. All papers 
must be in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced with 1-inch margins 
and pages numbered. 

Course Evaluations

Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the 
quality of instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via 
GatorEvals. Guidance on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful 
manner is available at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students will be 
notified when the evaluation period opens, and can complete evaluations through 
the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under Ga-
torEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results 
are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/.

Writing Studio

The University Writing Studio is located in Turlington 2215 and is available to 
all UF students. Free appointments can be made up to twice a week. They are 
currently offering online appointments. See https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/ 
to learn more.

Recording Policy

Class lectures may only be recorded for purposes defined by House Bill 233/
Section 1004.097. A class lecture does not include academic exercises involving 
student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private 
conversations between students in the class or between a student and the faculty 
or lecturer during a class session. 

A recording of a class lecture may not be published without the consent of the lec-
turer. Publish is defined as sharing, transmitting, circulating, distributing, or pro-
viding access to a Recording, regardless of format or medium, to another person 
(or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class 
section.  A recording, or transcript of the recording, is considered to be published 
if it is posted on or uploaded to, in whole or part, any media platform, including 
but not limited to social media, book, magazine, newspaper or leaflet.  A student 
who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause 
of action instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under 
UF Regulation 4.040 Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to 
request academic accommodations should connect with the Disability Resource 
Center by visiting https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/. It is important 
for students to share their accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss 
their access needs, as early as possible in the semester.

Students in Distress

For guidance during distressing situations, please contact U Matter We Care 
or the Dean of Students Office. They can help students navigate resources and 
academic procedures for personal, medical, and academic issues.

U Matter We Care: http://umatter.ufl.edu, umatter@ufl.edu, 
352-294-2273 (CARE)

Dean of Students: https://dso.ufl.edu/, 202 Peabody Hall, (352) 392-1261

Counseling and Wellness Center: https://counseling.ufl.edu/, 3190 Radio Road, 
(352) 392-1575

Field and Fork Pantry: https://fieldandfork.ufl.edu/, located near McCarty B, 
352-294-2208

Student Health Care Center: http://shcc.ufl.edu/, multiple locations, (352) 392-
1161
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