ENL 2012, #23778, Survey of English Literature: Medieval to 1750 (sec. 9135), Spring 2020

Instructor Name: Ms. Alyssa Dewees Office Location and Hours: TUR 4317, T
Course meeting times & locations: MAT period 6
0003, MWF, period 8 Course website: Canvas

Instructor Email: adewees@ufl.edu
Course Description:

“Once you allow yourself to identify with the people in a story, then you might begin to see yourselfin
that story even if on the surface it’s far removed from your situation. This is what I try to tell my
students: this is one great thing that literature can do—it can make us identify with situations and
people far away. If it does that, it’s a miracle.” -Chinua Achebe

Literature can help us to build connections across time, space, and cultural experience. This course
will introduce you to the early works of English literature which shaped the English literary canon
as we know it today and whose influence can still be felt in literature all over the world. All the
works you will read this semester—from the medieval and early modern periods and into the so-
called ‘Age of Enlightenment’—have had a significant impact on the development of English
literature and certainly have impacted modern texts you may be familiar with from your own
reading.

Engaging with poetry, short fiction, essays, plays, and novels from these periods, you will deepen
your understanding of English literature as well as the cultural and historical contexts which
shaped the texts you'll read. In addition to practicing close readings of the assigned texts, we will
also examine pertinent literary, social, cultural, political, and philosophical movements and trends
throughout these time periods. You will also practice analyzing and researching literature as well as
presenting your arguments in writing and through participation in class discussions.

General Education Objectives:

e This course confers General Education credit for either Composition (C) or Humanities (H).
This course also fulfills 6,000 of the university’s 24,000-word writing requirement (WR).

e Composition courses provide instruction in the methods and conventions of standard written
English (grammar, punctuation, usage), as well as the techniques that produce effective
texts. Composition courses are writing intensive. They require multiple drafts submitted to
your instructor for feedback before final submission.

e Course content should include multiple forms of effective writing, different writing styles,
approaches and formats, and methods to adapt writing to different audiences, purposes and
contexts. Students should learn to organize complex arguments in writing using thesis
statements, claims and evidence, and to analyze writing for errors in logic.

e The University Writing Requirement (WR) ensures students both maintain their fluency in
writing and use writing as a tool to facilitate learning. To receive Writing Requirement
credit, a student must receive a grade of C or higher and a satisfactory completion of the
writing component of the course. This means that written assignments must meet minimum
word requirements totaling 6000 words.

General Education Learning Outcomes:



At the end of this course, students will be expected to have achieved the following learning
outcomes in content, communication and critical thinking:

e Content: Students demonstrate competence in the terminology, concepts, theories and
methodologies used within the academic discipline.

e Communication: Students communicate knowledge, ideas and reasoning clearly and
effectively in written and oral forms appropriate to the discipline. Students will participate
in class discussions throughout the semester to reflect on assigned readings.

e (ritical Thinking: Students analyze information carefully and logically from multiple
perspectives, using discipline-specific methods, and develop reasoned solutions to problems.

Required Texts:

The Norton Anthology of English Literature, The Major Authors
Volume 1

Tenth Edition

ISBN: 9780393603088

Course Requirements (see below for Grading Rubric):

Critical Response Journal (2,500+ words, 200 points total)

Students will keep a journal to be submitted for a grade three times. The journal is a place to record and
develop responses to your reading, to raise questions and explore uncertainties, to float hypotheses,
compile evidence, record and (later) correct first impressions, make connections, complain and praise.
The journal is not for summarizing the assigned reading. While the journals are less structured and
more informal than the major essays, you will still be aiming for insightful analysis and interpretation.
Interpretation means making claims (even hypothetical sketchy claims) about possible meanings and
relations between things. Analysis means breaking things down into parts (in part to explore or support
interpretations, often). It is most important to move beyond first responses and also to move beyond ‘like’
and ‘dislike’. (Go there, but don’t stop there.) You should be writing 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages (or
equivalent, handwritten) per week. (With journals, more is always okay, too—in fact more is almost
always better.) The highest grades go to the most inquisitive, persistent, detailed, thoughtfully reflective
and effectively probing journals.

Close-Reading/Analysis Essay (1,500 words, 200 points)
This essay will be a sustained close-reading of any text on our syllabus which appears on or before the
end of Week 6.

Researched Critical Essay (2,000 words, 350 points)
This essay will be a sustained, formally researched critical analysis in which you will make an original
argument about one or more literary text(s) through a particular theoretical, historical, or critical lens.

¢ Prospectus for the Researched Critical Essay (150+ words, 15 points)
The prospectus will present your idea for the Researched Critical Essay (this should include
a tentative thesis), 1 source you plan to use in the paper, and a brief description of this
source and its relevance to your paper.

¢ Outline for the Researched Critical Essay (35 points)
The outline should present your argument and detail the organization of your entire paper

Attendance/Daily Participation (200 points)



The majority of class time will be spent reading, analyzing, and discussing the assigned texts and learning
in workshops on writing and researching. For these reasons, daily and engaged participation is a priority
in this course. All students should participate every day in some fashion, whether through offering points
of view, raising questions, asking for clarification, and/or writing when it is required. Furthermore, peer
reviews and reading quizzes will count towards this score. For every class period, please come to class
with 2 written questions or insights about the reading that you are prepared to share. You may be
called upon to share one of these. Your attendance will also be reflected in the points you receive in this
category. Missing more than six 50 minute periods will result in failure from the course.

Course Policies:

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.

You must complete all assignments to receive credit for this course.

Attendance: In accordance with the University of Florida’s policy (which can be found at
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx), if a student
misses more than six periods during a fall or spring semester, he or she will fail the
entire course. Exceptions to this policy include only those absences involving university-
sponsored events, such as athletics and band, religious holidays, and major illnesses
documented and discussed with the instructor. Absences related to university-sponsored
events must be discussed with the instructor prior to the date that will be missed.

Paper Format & Submission: All papers will be submitted as MS Word (.docx) documents to
E-learning or as hard copies. Final drafts should be polished and presented in a professional
manner. All papers must be in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced with 1-inch
margins and pages numbered. Be sure to staple papers before submitting hard copies.

Late Papers/Assignments: Unless an extension is granted before the due date, late
assignments will be accepted with a 10% deduction for every day the paper is late. No late
assignments will be accepted more than 5 days beyond the due date. In-class reading quizzes
cannot be made up.

Paper Maintenance Responsibilities. Keep duplicate copies of all work submitted in this
course. Save all returned, graded work until the semester is over.

Academic Honesty and Definition of Plagiarism. Plagiarism violates the Student Honor Code
and requires reporting to the Dean of Students. All students must abide by the Student
Honor Code: https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/.
Students with disabilities who are requesting accommodations should first register with the
Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/), which will provide
appropriate documentation to give the instructor.

For information on UF Grading policies, see:
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx

Grade Appeals. In 1000- and 2000-level courses, students may appeal a final grade by filling
out a form available from Carla Blount, Program Assistant, in the Department office (4008
TUR). Grade appeals may result in a higher, unchanged, or lower final grade.

Course Evaluations. Toward the end of the semester, you will receive email messages asking
you to go online and evaluate this course: https://evaluations.ufl.edu/evals/Default.aspx
Students who face difficulties completing the course or who are in need of counseling or
urgent help may call the on-campus Counseling and Wellness Center (352) 392-1575, or
contact them online: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx

UF’s policy on Harassment: UF provides an educational and working environment that is free
from sex discrimination and sexual harassment for its students, staff, and faculty:
http://hr.ufl.edu/manager-resources/recruitment-staffing/institutional-equity-
diversity/resources/harassment/



https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx
https://evaluations.ufl.edu/evals/Default.aspx
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx
http://hr.ufl.edu/manager-resources/recruitment-staffing/institutional-equity-diversity/resources/harassment/
http://hr.ufl.edu/manager-resources/recruitment-staffing/institutional-equity-diversity/resources/harassment/

Course Schedule
This schedule is tentative and subject to change throughout the semester. All assignments and

readings are due the day they are listed*. Make sure to check your e-mail and Canvas regularly for
announcements and updates.

WK | Day Reading/Viewing Material Due
1 M 1/6 | Discuss Syllabus and Course Expectations; Introduction to English Literature-
Medieval Period
W 1/8 | Bede (ca. 673-735), from An Ecclesiastical History of the English People; The
Dream of the Rood
F1/10 | The Wanderer; The Wife’'s Lament
2 M 1/13 | Beowulf
W 1/15 | Beowulf
F1/17 | Beowulf
3 M 1/20 | Holiday No Class
W 1/22 | Marie de France, Lanval & Chevrefoil
F1/24 | Chaucer (13407-1400), from The Canterbury Tales
4 M 1/27 | Chaucer, from The Canterbury Tales
W 1/29 | Chaucer, from The Canterbury Tales Critical
Response
Due
F1/31 | Margery Kempe, from The Book of Margery Kempe
5 M 2/3 | Sir Thomas Malory, Morte Darthur
W 2/5 | Richard Tottel (1528-1593), selected poems; Close-reading
Sir Thomas Wyatt the Elder (1503-1542), selected poems Analysis Essay
Due
F2/7 Elizabeth I (1533-1603), selected speeches and letters; The English Bible,
excerpts from comparative versions
6 M 2/10 | Edmund Spenser (1552?7-1599), from The Faerie Queene
W 2/12 | Edmund Spenser, from Amoretti; Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593), “The
Passionate Shepherd to His Love”; Sir Walter Ralegh (1552-1618),
“The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd”




F2/14 | Shakespeare (1564-1616), selected sonnets
7 M 2/17 | Shakespeare, Othello
W 2/19 | Shakespeare, Othello
F2/21 | Shakespeare, Othello
8 M 2/24 | John Donne (1572-1631), selected poems from Songs and Sonnets, “On His
Mistress,” “To His Mistress Going to Bed”
W 2/26 | Aemilia Lanyer (1569-1645), from Salve Deus Rex Judaeorum, and “The Critical
Description of Cookham” Response
Due
F2/28 | BenJonson (1572-1637), selected poems from Epigrams
9 M 3/2 | Mary Wroth (1587-16517), selected poems
W 3/4 | Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), from Leviathan
F3/6 Margaret Cavendish (1623-1673), from “The Description of a New World,
Called the Blazing World”
10 | M3/9 | ]John Milton 1608-1674, from Paradise Lost
W 3/11 | John Milton 1608-1674, from Paradise Lost
F3/13 | John Milton 1608-1674, from Paradise Lost
11 | M 3/16 | John Dryden (1631-1700), from Criticism and selected poems Researched
Critical Essay
Prospectus
Due
W 3/18 | Aphra Behn (16407-1689), The Disappointment and Oroonoko
F3/20 | Jonathan Swift, from Gulliver’s Travels
12 | M 3/23 | Jonathan Swift, from Gulliver’s Travels
W 3/25 | Jonathan Swift, from Gulliver’s Travels Researched
Critical Essay
Outline Due
F3/27 | Jonathan Swift, from Gulliver’s Travels
13 | M 3/30 | Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”

W 4/1

Alexander Pope (1688-1744), from “An Essay on Man”




F4/3 Alexander Pope (1688-1744), “The Rape of the Lock”
14 | M4/6 | Lady Montague (1689-1762), from The Turkish Embassy Letters and “Epistle | Critical
from Mrs. Yonge to Her Husband” Response
Due
W 4/8 | William Hogarth (1697-1764), Marriage A-la-Mode
F4/10 | Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), The Vanity of Human Wishes
15 | M4/13 | Frances Burney (1752-1840), from The Journal and Letters
W 4/15 | Olaudah Equiano (ca. 1745-1797), from The Interesting Narrative of the Life
F4/17 | Olaudah Equiano, from The Interesting Narrative of the Life
16 | M4/20 | Olaudah Equiano, from The Interesting Narrative of the Life
W 4/22 | William Cowper, The Castaway; Closing Remarks
F4/24 | Reading Day—No Class Researched
Critical Essay
Due

Grading/Assessment Rubric

Assessment Rubric

SATISFACTORY

Papers exhibit evidence of ideas that
respond to the topic with complexity,

UNSATISFACTORY

Papers either include a central idea(s)

CONTENT

ORGANIZATION
AND
COHERENCE

critically evaluating and synthesizing
sources, and provide an adequate
discussion with basic understanding of
sources.

Documents and paragraphs
exhibit identifiable structure for topics,

including a clear thesis statement and topic

that is unclear or off- topic or provide
only minimal or inadequate discussion
of ideas. Papers may also lack
sufficient or appropriate sources.

Documents and paragraphs lack
clearly identifiable organization, may
lack any coherent sense of logic in
associating and organizing ideas, and

sentences. may also lack transitions and
coherence to guide the reader.
Documents use persuasive and confident
presentation of ideas, strongly supported |Documents make only weak
ARGUMENT AND W|th evidence. At the weak end of the . generallzatlgns, prowd.lng little or no
SUPPORT satisfactory range, documents may provide support, as in summaries or

only generalized discussion of ideas or
may provide adequate discussion but rely
on weak support for arguments.

analysis.

narratives that fail to provide critical



STYLE

MECHANICS

Documents use a writing style with word
choice appropriate to the context, genre,
and discipline. Sentences should display

complexity and logical structure.

Papers will feature correct or error-free

presentation of ideas. At the weak end of
the satisfactory range, papers may contain
a few spelling, punctuation, or grammatical
errors that remain unobtrusive and do not
obscure the paper’s argument or points.

Documents rely on word usage that is
inappropriate for the context, genre,
or discipline. Sentences may be
overly long or short with awkward
construction. Documents may also
use words incorrectly.

Papers contain so many mechanical
or grammatical errors that they
impede the reader’s understanding or
severely undermine the writer’s
credibility.



