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2. 28

September
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4. 11
5. 18
6. 25

October

7. 2

8. 9

9. l6

10. 23 
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November

12. 6

13. 13
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1st half.
Titus Andronicus

Romeo & Juliet 

Julius Caesar 

Hamlet 

Cont.

Othello 

Cont. 
King Lear 

Cont. 
Cont.

Macbeth

Cont.
Timon of Athens 

Antony & Cleopatra

Preliminaries. Texts. Syllabus. Requirements. 2nd half. 
Revenge, Mutilation, Spectacle, and Reading

Sex, Language, and Ideology 

Stoicism and Its Discontents 

The Student from Wittenberg

TURL hoi Shoaf ras@ufl.edu

Office Telephone 352.294-2841

Formal INTRODUCTION to the course.

DESDEMONA (DYS - DAIMON) OR THE FATAL DEMON OF THE MOOR ESSAY # 1 DUE

Incest: How the Meat Loves the Salt

Equivocation, or “Lies Like Truth”

Misanthropy as the End of Nature 

The Escape from Gender

16. 4 Coriolanus The Dragon and His Obsession Essay #2 due

mailto:ras@ufl.edu


Aim of the course To grasp the tragedy of division — sexual, economic, political — as the motive of Shakespearean tragedy.

Assessment Two essays, 5 pages long each; spot quizzes to assess the reading; no final exam; your grade depends upon attendance, 
participation, quizzes, and the essays. But, MOST OF ALL, it depends on your READING Shakespeare. This course is your opportunity and your 
challenge to read every word of all ten tragedies. If you do this, you will be a different person by course’s end. I know whereof I speak.

Attendance The first 150 minutes of class missed (i.e., one week) will be excused; after that, each class missed without a valid excuse 
reduces your final mark by 10%.

Text Norton Shakespeare based on the Oxford Shakespeare
There is a Reserve List in Library West containing useful titles for the course.

Office Hours MW 7-8 PM & by appointment
Special notes

Plagiarism is a crime. Plagiarism, if you are convicted of it, entails an “E” in the course as well as other university sanctions. Plagiarism of 
web-sites is as much a crime as plagiarism of printed materials. See URL http: //www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process /student-conduct-honor-code/ 

Attendance is mandatory. What does this mean? In my courses, it means that class is a communal experience that depends upon the 
participation of everyone, including me and you.

Compensatory assignments are scheduled at my convenience.
Cell phones are not welcome in my class. If your phone rings, you will be expected to leave the class and not return that day.
Post-facto arrangements are repugnant to me. Any reasonable request, made in advance and in a proper manner, will be accommodated if at 

all possible.

TWO VERY IMPORTANT NOTICES

1. T h i s  c o u r s e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t o p i c s  t h a t  m a n y  s t u d e n t s

L I N D  D I S T A S T E L U L  O R  E V E N  O F F E N S I V E .  S U C H  L A N G U A G E  A N D  T O P I C S  A R E  F R E Q U E N T L Y  T H E  V E R Y  

P I T H  O F  T H E  P O E T R Y .  S H A K E S P E A R E ,  L I K E  B E N  J O N S O N ,  J O H N  M l L T O N ,  A N D  A  H O S T  O F  O T H E R  P R E -  

M O D E R N  E n g l i s h  p o e t s ,  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  b e  e x p l i c i t ,  e v e n  l o u d l y  e x p l i c i t ,  

W H E N  I T  S U I T S  H I M .  I F  Y O U  A R E  O F F E N D E D  O R  O T H E R W I S E  D I S C O M M O D E D  B Y  S U C H  L A N G U A G E  A N D  

T O P I C S ,  Y O U  A R E  S T R O N G L Y  U R G E D  T O  R E - T H I N K  Y O U R  D E C I S I O N  T O  E N R O L L  I N  T H I S  C O U R S E .

S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p o e t r y  c a n n o t  b e  t a u g h t  w i t h  c e n s o r s h i p  o f  h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  NOR W I L L  I

A T T E M P T  T O  D O  S O .  ( S t a t e m e n t  a p p r o v e d  b y  E n g l i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  0 7 / 2 0 1 1 )

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process


2. T h i s  c o u r s e  i s  n o t  a  c o u r s e  i n  r e l i g i o n  —  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  J u d a i s m ,  I s l a m ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  

r e l i g i o n .  B u t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  r e l i g i o n  w i l l  b e  f r e q u e n t  A N D  C R I T I C A L  s i n c e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  r e l i g i o n  i s  a  t o p i c  o f  d e e p  i n t e r e s t  a n d  v i g o r o u s  d e b a t e  i n

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  S C H O L A R S H I P .  B U T  I  A M  N O T  A T  A N Y  T I M E  E S P O U S I N G  A N Y  R E L I G I O N  O R  

C O N D E M N I N G  A N Y  R E L I G I O N  I N  M Y  R E M A R K S .  N O R  A R E  M Y  R E M A R K S  A T  A N Y  T I M E  I N T E N D E D  T O  

I N V O L V E  A N Y  I N D I V I D U A L S  P R I V A T E  B E L I E F S .  R A T H E R ,  I  I N T E N D  T O  A N A L Y Z E ,  I N T E R R O G A T E ,  A N D  

D E C O N S T R U C T  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  O F  R E L I G I O N  I N  S H A K E S P E A R E  A N D  H I S  T R A G E D I E S .  A N Y  O F F E N D E D  

I  W I L L  R E F E R  T O  J O H N  M l L T O N ' .  “ I T  IS AN O F F E N S E  T A K E N ,  N O T  G I V E N .  ”

Statements recommended by University of Florida officials

“Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide 
documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation.” http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/

UF provides an educational and working environment for its students, faculty, and staff that is free from sex discrimination and sexual harassment. For 
more about UF policies regarding harassment, see URL http: //www.dso.ufl.edU/studentguide/studentconductcode.php#s404l

UF has recently instituted minus grades. As a result, letter grades now have different grade point equivalencies. For more information, see URL
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx

Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course based on IO criteria. These evaluations are conducted online at 
https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they 
are open. Summary results of these assessments are available to students at https: //evaluations.ufl.edu/results.

University Counseling Services (39)2-1575; Student Mental Health Services (39)2-1171. http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx
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